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Good Morning  Co-Chairs NOZZOLIO and MCENENY,  MEMBERS of the TASK FORCE
On behalf of the Dominican American National Roundtable, a national organization advocating for the rights and interests of the over 2 million Dominicans in the United States, including the large population of Dominicans in New York, I would like to thank you for the opportunity to address the Committee regarding the redistricting of New York’s Legislature and Congress.

We understand the task at hand is New York’s constitutional process of adjusting the lines of its Legislature, and Congress, to comply with one-person, one-vote requirements for fair representation, in any legislative body across the country. 
As indicated by Co-Chair, Senator Nozzolio at the August 4, hearing in Albany, this task force’s job is “to carry out this responsibility governed by civil rights law, voting rights law, and the concern that New Yorkers be properly represented; this while seeking to reflect the will of the electorate, provide minorities with appropriate representation, and keep communities of interest together.”
In carrying out your mission, we would like you to consider the following:

According to the 2010 US Census, there are 50.5 million Latinos in the United States, composing 16 percent of the total population. Latinos increased by 15.2 million (or 43%) between 2000 and 2010, which accounted for over half of the total population growth that occurred in the U.S. over the past 10 years. 

In New York, for example, Latinos accounted for 1 out of every 2 individuals added to the total Adult 18+ population in the state. Latinos make up 19.2% of the state's total population, and has grown to approximately 30% of the New York City population. This, not taking into consideration the traditional 10%  under counting of the US Census, whose figures we are currently challenging. If not for the growth of the Latino Population, New York State would probably be losing three congressional seats instead of two. 
As a note of interest, when you combine the Latino population of the three large cities of Los Angeles, Miami, and San Antonio, It is approximately the same size as New York City; the Latino congressional representatives in these cities are basically six, yet New York City is represented by only two Latino congressional members who have been serving for the last 25 years.
The new New York legislative map must reflect the state's changing demographics.

The emergence of Latinos as the largest minority in the state requires the creation of Majority Latino Districts or Latino Opportunity Districts that will allow us to elect candidates of our choice in numbers commensurate with our population.

We propose a majority Latino congressional district that will unite the communities of interest of Washington Heights and the Bronx. A district that will have 60% Latinos, and will be comprised of communities that share places of work, places of worship, shopping centers, socio-economic and educational interests, as well as challenges. 

This map affords this Task Force the opportunity to add one, of the needed five Latino congressional districts, and uphold the spirit of the Voting Rights Act.

It is evident that the biggest challenge facing this Task Force, in its attempt to provide fair and accurate representation to all New Yorkers, is the drawing of maps that will result in the number of additional congressional and senatorial majority Latino districts needed. That the explosion of Latino population in New York be accurately and fairly reflected in its legislature. 

In a democracy, the principle of one person, one vote is a sacred concept. It should apply in New York, ensuring a greater voice for Latinos in the halls of power.  

We look forward to working with the Task Force to contribute in your effort to make sure that New York achieves a fair and constitutional redistricting.

Thank you,

Maria Teresa Feliciano, President

Dominican American National Roundtable

About DANR

The Dominican-American National Roundtable (DANR) is a non-partisan, non-profit corporation seeking to bring together the different voices of all people of Dominican origin in the United States.  DANR is a national forum for analysis, planning, and action to advance the educational, economic, legal, social, cultural, and political interests of Dominican Americans. It aims to ensure for U. S. Dominicans the full exercise of the rights and freedoms guaranteed in the Constitution of the United States of America.  With those objectives in mind, DANR is committed to enriching the quality of life in the United States by highlighting the contributions of Dominicans to the larger American society.

